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A 54-year-old Ottawa resident de-
scribed as “an amazing public ser-
vant” has died while working in 
Ghana, apparently of a heart at-
tack.

Darrell Prokopetz was a project 
director with the Canada School of 
Public Service. He had been working 
in Ghana as part of a CIDA program 
designed to strengthen that coun-
try’s public sector institutions.

He was found unconscious in his 
bed by hotel security Jan. 30 after he 
failed to show up for a meeting with 
co-workers, a family member told 
The Canadian Press.

The family member, who asked 
not to be identified, said Prokopetz 
was rushed to hospital, where he 
died. An official autopsy report is 
not yet available, but “we think it’s a 
heart attack,” the relative said.

The Canada School of Public Ser-
vice, where Prokopetz served as as-
sistant director of international 
strategy delivery, referred questions 
to the foreign affairs department.

In an email Tuesday, department-
al spokeswoman Amanda Reid con-
firmed Prokopetz’s death and ex-
pressed condolences to his family 

and friends. Prokopetz’s wife, Mo-
nique Eady, and daughter, Mia, both 
live in Ottawa.

Reid said Canadian consular of-
ficials in Accra, the Ghanaian cap-
ital, are in contact with local author-
ities “to gather additional informa-
tion and are providing consular as-
sistance as required.”

The Canada School of Public Ser-
vice has been involved in CIDA’s pro-
gram in Ghana since 2011. Proko-
petz was helping the country’s Pub-
lic Service Commission develop an 
open and transparent recruitment 
process based on merit, instil sound 
human resources management 
practices and improve processes for 
recruiting and retaining qualified 
employees.

Prokopetz spent his childhood in 
Humboldt, Sask. and lived in Saska-

toon before moving to Ottawa about 
25 years ago. 

According to an obituary last week 
in the Citizen, he spent 34 years 
in the public service, often repre-
senting the government of Canada 
abroad. He worked at one point as 
a finance adviser at Human Resour-
ces Development Canada and also 
spent two years in Washington as an 
economist with the World Bank.

According to relatives, friends and 
colleagues who posted messages on 
his memorial site, Prokopetz was 
competent and well liked, with a 
good sense of humour. “Darrell was 
an amazing public servant who em-
bodied the concept of ‘being in ser-
vice’,” wrote one.

Robert Macdonald of Ottawa, who 
worked with Prokopetz on a project 
in Romania, wrote that he enjoyed 
Prokopetz’s “humour, expertise and 
easygoing nature.” 

An Ottawa friend, Oksana McVic-
ar, described Prokopetz as “happy, 
caring, full of life and energy. He 
was a wonderful man, with a great 
sense of humour and one who was 
admired by so many in his profes-
sional world and by his friends.”

Prokopetz’s family and friends 
gathered Saturday at the Minto 
Suites Hotel in Ottawa for a cele-
bration of his life and accomplish-
ments. In lieu of flowers, the family 
asked those wishing to express con-
dolences to make donations to the 
Heart and Stroke Foundation.
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‘Amazing public servant’

Darrell Prokopetz, who moved to 
ottawa about 25 years ago, spent 
34 years in the public service.

Darrell ProkoPetz 1958-2013

Ottawa man helped 
to develop  

public institutions

City council’s planning commit-
tee signed off on a new five-storey 
apartment and condo building along 
Bronson Avenue Tuesday, with the 
proviso that the builder see about 
shaving off enough parking from the 
plans so an enclosed garage doesn’t 
loom so much over the houses next 
door. The project needs rezoning to 
allow the fifth storey, one more than 
zoning along Bronson allows. The 
strip between the Bronson Bridge 
and Carling Avenue has several re-
development projects underway, 
and the city is struggling with bal-

ancing its desire for walkable neigh-
bourhoods with the parking build-
ers believe buyers and renters want. 
The building is between Holmwood 
and Fifth avenues, on land that 
slopes down sharply into the Glebe 
to the east. A handful of neighbours 
objected to the plans for a garage 
they’ll look up at from their back-
yards. “Even with the highest-quality 
brick and the nicest possible treat-
ment, it’s going to be a very impos-
ing feature,” complained their coun-
cillor, David Chernushenko. Lloyd 
Phillips, the private planner working 

for the builder Aspire Group, prom-
ised it’ll be heavily landscaped and 
a lot less alarming than a blank wall 
would be. The building — four floors 
of rentals plus four condo units on 
top, 44 units in all — is aimed at 
young professionals and graduate 
students, a clientele likely to have 
cars. The alternative, an outdoor lot 
behind the building, would be worse 
for nearby residents, Phillips said. 
The project has planning commit-
tee approval, but he agreed to talk to 
Chernushenko about cutting spaces 
so the garage wall can be moved. 

Bronson avenue development approved with proviso that parking garage is reduced 

Briarcliffe, a low-density neighbour-
hood east of downtown with a smat-
tering of modernist houses, is a 
heritage district worth protecting, 
city council’s planning committee 
agreed Tuesday. If city council ap-
proves at a meeting in two weeks, 
which is a virtual certainty, the dis-
trict of 23 houses near the north end 
of Blair Road will be the first pro-
tected heritage area from the 1960s 
in Ottawa — in fact, the city’s herit-
age experts believe it will be the first 
of its kind in Ontario. “Briarcliffe is 
significant as a rare, intact example 
of the architecture and planning of 
the Modern Movement,” the report 
recommending the designation said, 

and the neighbourhood “is associ-
ated with the growth of the Nation-
al Capital in the post Second World 
War period when the public service 
grew dramatically and the city ex-
panded significantly.” The houses 
are nearly all designed individual-
ly by architects and were set into the 
wooded landscape with care and de-
liberation, it said. The designation 
gives the city government power to 
refuse permission to demolish or 
significantly alter buildings in the 
neighbourhood. City council has re-
fused permission to build a detached 
garage and addition on a home be-
cause it would compromise its defin-
ing characteristics.

Briarcliffe heritage worth protecting: planning council

Get back into the action and
become a season-seat owner with

our new 6 game pack!

OSHC-2012-0979

MORE EXCITEMENT. MORE COMEBACKS.

MORE DETERMINED THAN EVER.

® Trade-mark of Capital Sports & Entertainment Inc.
™ Trademark of the Bank of Nova Scotia. Trademarks used under licence and control of
The Bank of Nova Scotia.

MOREMORE

See more match-ups at the best prices and
get priority access to the playoffs!

u Welcome back events and benefits
u Our season-seat owner lowest price guarantee
u Best seats at Scotiabank Place
u Priority access to playoff tickets
u VIP points that let you choose the rewards that matter to you

For more information call 613-599-0200 or
email ticket-info@ottawasenators.com.

Follow us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/ottawasenators

and on Twitter: #nhl_Sens

SAVINGS

Chef Santo’s passion forChef Santo’s passion for
cooking is showcasedcooking is showcased
one plate at a timeone plate at a time
with fresh, authentic,with fresh, authentic,

homemade Italian cuisine.homemade Italian cuisine.

“That’s Amore”
Make your reservation now
613 723 2111
Valentine’s Day Thursday February 14
In house specials available all week - end

Da Santino Ristorante
1491 Merivale Rd.
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Come and See UsCome and See Us
(613) 424-9094 1979 St. Joseph Blvd (Near Cora’s)
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House of RelaxationHouse of Relaxation

World of AmerindianWorld of Amerindian

Universe of AngelsUniverse of Angels
and Fairiesand Fairies

PRODUCTSPRODUCTS
HOUSE OF RELAXATIONHOUSE OF RELAXATION

• Stones and Crystals• Stones and Crystals
• Chakra/Aura• Chakra/Aura
• Reiki• Reiki
• Candles• Candles
• Buddhas• Buddhas
• Unique Jewelry• Unique Jewelry
• Pendulums• Pendulums
• Meditation tools• Meditation tools

• etc.• etc.

SERVICESSERVICES
Chakra/Aura •Chakra/Aura •

Stones/Crystals •Stones/Crystals •

Pendulums •Pendulums •

Energy Session •Energy Session •

Private Lessons •Private Lessons •

UNIVERSE OF ANGELSUNIVERSE OF ANGELS
AND FAIRIESAND FAIRIES

• Angels/Fairies• Angels/Fairies

FigurinesFigurines

• Candles• Candles

• Incenses• Incenses

• Angel Articles• Angel Articles

• etc.• etc.

WORLD OF AMERINDIANWORLD OF AMERINDIAN

• Dreamcatchers• Dreamcatchers

• Moccasins• Moccasins

• Books/CDs/DVDs• Books/CDs/DVDs

• Smudging Accessories• Smudging Accessories

• Collectibles• Collectibles

• etc.• etc.
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Weekly Sales
For Hours of Operation call the
Boutique or visit the Website

OTT10600220_1_1

OTT10602311_1_1

OTT10602179_1_1


